
First Reading: Genesis 12:1-9  
1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I 
will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who 
bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
  4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 
5 Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot and all the 
possessions that they had gathered and the persons whom they had 
acquired in Haran, and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. 
When they had come to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through 
the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time 
the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram 
and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an 
altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved on 
to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east, and there he built an altar to 
the LORD and invoked the name of the LORD. 9 And Abram journeyed 
on by stages toward the Negeb. 
Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - SEP. 20, 2026 

PRELUDE AND WELCOME 
CONFESSION AND 
FORGIVENESS   

GATHERING SONG 
"Blessed Be the God of Israel" 

(v.1-3) ELW # 250 

GREETING   

KYRIE  ELW pg. 138 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  ELW pg. 140 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  Reader 

FIRST READING Genesis 12:1-9 Reader 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW pg. 142 

   

GOSPEL Matthew 28:19-20 Pastor Cynthia 

SERMON "Why Abram?" Pastor Cynthia 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
"The God of Abraham Praise" 

(v.1-4,8) ELW # 831 

APOSTLES CREED  ELW pg. 105 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  Reader 

PEACE  ELW pg. 143 

OFFERING  "Let the Vineyards be Fruitful" ELW # 182 

OFFECTORY   

OFFERING PRAYER   



 

              
Sunday Servants — Sunday 9/20/2026 

Pastor Pastor Cynthia Schnaath  Pianist/Organist Susan Campagna​
Altar Guild Joyce Acton & Connie Royal  Communion Assistant Dean Bilstein​

  Reader Doug Robker​
Usher  Refreshments Sara Boyd                                                 

Worship Attendance 9-13-26: 52 

💐 The altar flowers are given by Connie Royal in memory of 

 her husband, Vic, on his birthday.  

 

CROP Walk 2026 – Thursday, October 15 at 9:30 a.m. at St. James | Sponsor a  
Walker – Make checks payable to CWS/CROP or donate online. 

St. James welcomes all of God’s children with open arms; we embrace people of all colors, race, disability or economic 

background. St. James welcomes persons of all sexual orientations and gender identities to share in the worship of God 

and the work of God’s dominion. 

With God as our source, the Son as our example, and the Spirit to guide our way, We Serve! 

One License #724175-A 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P : We confess our sins before God and one another 
Pause 
P : Creating and renewing God 
C : You have made us in your image to carry your life-giving love as a 
blessing to all the world. Yet we fail again and again to live out your 
call. We place our trust in money and possessions, in flawed people and 
broken relationships, in the things that cannot sustain us. We do the 
things we do not want to do, and we fail to do the things we know you 
would have us do. Forgive us for all the ways we fall short. Open our 
eyes, hearts, and minds to your presence, and re-create us in your image 
each day, for the good of all that you have made. 
P: The God whose love outpoured caused the world to be continues to 
pour this creative love on us.  The God whose love outpoured in the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ continues to pour this redeeming 
love upon us. Children of God, know that you are forgiven, and go forth 
refreshed and ready to answer God’s call to love and serve the whole of 
creation. In Jesus’ holy name.  
C: Amen 
 
 

DIALOGUE  ELW pg. 144 

PREFACE  ELW pg. 144 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  ELW pg. 144 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  ELW pg. 145 

LORDS PRAYER  ELW pg. 145 

COMMUNION  ELW pg. 146 

COMMUNION SONG  ELW pg. 146 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION 
"Take My Life, That I May Be" 

(v.1-4) ELW # 583 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  ELW pg. 146 

ANNOUCEMENTS   

BLESSING   

SENDING SONG "Here I am, Lord" (v.1-3) ELW # 574 


