BOOK CLUB
The St. James Book Club is looking for readers who enjoy discussing books. The
group meets each month (except December) on the third Monday evening at 7:00
PM in St. Timothyos Cafe.

What do we read? Members make suggestions, and a committee, closely adhering
to the suggestions, chooses the books for the year. To give you an idea, we will k
discussing THE OLD SCHOOL by Tobias Wolff (KC Reads Book) for May, THE
OTHER BOLEYN GIRL by Phillippa Grego
NEPHEW by C. S. Lewis for July.

Our group has an arrangement with MGdntinent Library; thus, each month, the
book is checked out to each club member. The books are delivered to the club ea
The May selection for month, and if you desire, you may send your previous book back to the library.
Book Club is Old School
(BT) by Tobias Wolff. The
story of a New England
prep school in 1962, with
the focus on writing and
literature. If you have any
questions, please contact
Barb Buehrer at (816) 734-
7192.

We have both men and women in our club; so we would welcome both men and
women to our group. If you are interested contact either Barb Buehrer
(Buehrerl00@aol.coyror Carol Noland.
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A Special Thank you
to Denise Proctor for

buying the beautiful
Hibiscus plant for the
office. Denise also

purchased a watering

pot for Ruth Poitevin,
a great help to Ruth, a
she waters the churc
plants each week
Thank you to Norb
Stracker for arranging
Geofrey Kigenyi from
Habitat for Humanity

to speak at the church

on April 29, and to the
TLC group for repair-
ing the church door
which had been dam
aged by the wind.
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INTERIM INSIGHTS FROM PASTOR RUSS

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!!!

How wonderful it is to shout this out at worship during this Season of Easter. | hope
you say is out loud each day. We have 50 days of the Easter season, from Eastt
Sunday to Pentecost when we celebrate the Holy Spirit. During these 50 days we
are busy thinking about our future together as St. James. All of our leaders are activi
now meeting with each other and setting SMART goals based on our priorities of
Hope. Hope can be futile if it is not lived out, so that is why we are making plans
and setting goals.

It is important that you participate in this goal setting for this is your church, and we

are getting ready to begin the next chapter of life as St. James. Be sure to pick up

copy of the Goals of Hope at worship. Read it over and think about what is being set
in action. If you have thoughts and ideas, now is the time to make them known so
that our leaders may take them into account.

On May 3, we have our annual congregational meeting to look back and celebrate
what we have been able to do in Chri st
taken place and more are set to happen. This is Life. This is Life Together in Christ.
| am looking forward to accomplishing with you the Goals of Hope that are being
set. What a time this is!

Christ is Risen. He is Risen Indeed!!!
Peace & Power
Interim Pastor Russ Creydt

BLESSING AND PLANTING OF WHEAT & ROSES
At our Celebration of Creation worship, on Sunday May 3 we will bless wheat seeds
and roses and then during the Sunday school time we will plant them and watch the
beauty of life which will grow from them. Be sure to be there.


mailto:Buehrer100@aol.com

COUNCIL NEWS

As discussed at the special congregational meeting
last July, and most recently during our last meeting in
December, the finance committee has been working
very hard on a resolution to bring to the church council
to establish guidelines on whether benevolence should
be collected on special projects outside of the normal
budget. As you may know our #gws specifically
state we use good stewardship of all time, talent and
money entrusted to the church and send at least 20%
of all general fund offerings to benevolence. With re-
spect to special fund raising outside the normal giving
there is no specific guideline. The finance committee
and church council as a whole do understand the feel-
ings within our church about benevolence and believe
this policy adopted by the council during our February
meeting does bring clarity.

To paraphrase how this should work: If during the
church year an individual church member sees a need
for fundraising to purchase an item, or a project that
would be handled outside our normal budget, they
should first bring the fundraising proposal before the
appropriate committee to present to the church coun-
cil. If a need arises that cannot be fulfilled through a
commi tteeds budget and
up a fundraising campaign they should bring their pro-
posal before the church council. If the monetary
amount to purchase of a particular item, or the cost to
do the project, is less than $5,000 the church council
may explicitly exempt such fundraising from the be-
nevolence calculation. If the monetary amount is
greater than $5,000, the church council will bring the
issue before the congregation who may explicitly ex-
empt such fundraising from the benevolence.

PLANNING AHEAD

Whereas it is the desire of the members of St.
James Lutheran Church to truly be a church of
outreach and to conform with the intent of its
Constitution and ByLaws, and

Whereas it is essential that the basis for the be-
nevolence by St. James Lutheran Church is the
money it receives and not the money it spends,
Whereas it is also the desire to ensure that the
record keeping not be unduly burdensome and
the clarity of the process is easy to understand,

Be it resolved by the Church Council on this
February 9" 2009, that the benevolence factor of
St. James Lutheran Church will be defined as,
and calculated on, all envelope giving (both
pledged and urpledged), all loose offerings
(other than those specifically designated for be-
nevolence), all receipts of "designhated
funds" (other than those specifically designated
for benevolence,) and all receipts for gifts & me-
morials (excluding contributions to anyendow-
ment funds).

However, it is recognized that there may be
ti mes when Adesignated

or to meet special needs. On projects over $5000
the Congregation, at the time of its approval of
such an undertaking, as required by the Constitu-
tion, may explicity exempt such fundraising
from the benevolence calculation, if deemed ap-
propriate given the specifics of the undertaking.
On projects less that $5000 the Church Council
will have this option.

Sincerely,
St. James Church Council

Our congregational meeting will be held on Sunday May 3. We begin with a potluck at 12:30pm followed
by our meeting at which we elect our new leaders for the coming year.

FINANCE
Offerings vs. Pledges (General Funrdnd of Month

93 Pledges Out of 314 envelopes: 34 Envelopes were behind on Pledges & 39 Envelopes were ahead on Pledgés

March 31, 2009

Total given to date: $ 67, 236.25 Total Pledged to date: $ 67,888tZmount ahead on Pledges: ($ 603.50)

Year to Date Simply Giving = 22% of Receipts
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Congratulations to Hannzg

Proctor for receiving the Gi
Scout Gold Award on Marg
28th. Hannah achieved th
award, (comparable to the Ea
Scout Boy Scout Award) for h
work in organizing the Back

School Fair for students in t
North Kansas City School Di
tyct wyth tggr help of l,\/leérg Lu
theran Ministry, United Se
vices, and all the people at
James LutheranThank you td
all who participated in the Bag
to School Fair with their dong
tions of supplies, money a
time to sort, buy, stuff bac
packs, set up for the Fair a
assist at the Fair. This is
yearly event that is held here
St. James with 25 vendors g
activities and provides bac
packs filled with school suf
plies and hygiene products
prepare over 500 kids for t
new school year.Information
about the 2009 Fair will
coming out in July. Thanks
advance for your continued s
port.

What 6s Happe

ATTENTION: All Handcrafters, Woodworkers, Gardeners!

Looking ahead to September, Church Keep posted for more details and keep
In The World Committee is commit- creating through the Spring and Sum-
ting to another Hand to Heart Event. mer! Any questions contact Susan Bray
This is a sale of items that are either 816454-8919
handmade or homegrown by St.

James members and friends. Proceeds

go to benefit other people in need

t hus it i s our AfHand t

Submitted by Pam Bergin
for the AIM Committee

About 20 years ago, nanced by Doctor Ed Fischer and the
St. James began a for- ©riginal set of flags were purchased in
mal longterm goal Memory of his wife, Emmy Fischer.
process. As commit- The project was completed and we
tees, we were asked to had flags in blue for Advent, white for
come up with goals to Christmas, Epiphany and Easter, pur-
serve our congregation. | was a mem©Pple for Lent and green for Pentecost.
ber of the Worship and Music commit- One of the poles was involved in
t@eSat tHathtiBe, and one of our goal@n accident with a piekp truck some

was to find a way to make the colors oftime ago, but has now been replaced
the church year more visible to ourthrough the efforts of the TLC group
congregation and the community. Wweand flnance(_i through a gift from Gifts
decided we liked the idea of using flagahd Memorials. Some of our flags
poles, on the Vivion Road side of theh@ve become tattered and faded
Church, to display flags that would through the years and Cindy Sisler
coordinate the color of the season. ~ generously offered to replace them.
Curt Hagedorn was a young mem- e hope you enjoy the colors of
ber of our congregation, who has sincéh€ church year as they are displayed
relocated to Minneapolis, offered to@nd maybe even use them as a teach
accomplish this goal as part of his Eaing tool for your children.
gle Scout project. The project was fi-

Upcoming Events Through Metro Lutheran Ministry

MLM Night on the Town T Sunday, August 30, 2009 starting at 2 pm.

This is a fun, fellowship activity starting with a play suitable for all ages fol
lowed by delicious Thai cuisine. Begin at The Barn Players (6219 Martwa
Mission, KS) to see the plaihe Secret Gardemhen, meet at the Thai Place
94130 Pennsylvania, Kansas City, MO) for a wonderful Thai dinner.

Hollis Renewal Center/ MLM Golf Benefiti Friday, October 9, 2009 Noon

at Sunset Hills Golf Course, 12200 Riverview, Bonner Springs, KS

Come join us for the fun golf event that benefits your two favorite Lutheran nc
for-profit agencies, Hollis Renewal Center and Metro Lutheran Ministry.
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