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St James  
Book Club  

March 16th @ 
7pm 

 

   
 

 The March selection for 
Book Club is Rise & Shine 
by Anna Quindlen. If you 
have any questions, 
please contact Barb Bueh-
rer at (816) 734-7192. 
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INTERIM INSIGHTS FROM PASTOR RUSS 
 

FIVE DEVELOPMENTAL TASKS  

We have now already completed more than 125 days of our interim together and I have en-

joyed serving God and Godôs people with you so much. As we began this interim time we 

agreed to focus on completing 5 developmental tasks, they are: 

1.  Learning our story and history in all its ups and downs 

2.  Helping people move through changes in leadership 

3.  Identifying and claiming our mission at this time 

4.  Enhancing our relationships with our Central States Synod, our ELCA, and our 

     Ecumenical partners. 

5.  Preparing for the coming of the next pastor 

 

We are fully into the first task right now. Our Joys have been shared by all. Our Hopes are 

about to be prioritized on March 1, and then acted upon through the setting of SMART 

goals in the spring.  Out of this comes a clearer focus of what our mission is. 

 

Our Challenges are about to be faced during our season of lent as we look at how healthy 

congregations respond to their issues. I will combine this with a course I teach called 

Healthy Congregations. This will be done each Wednesday evening following our soup sup-

per and then followed by our evening prayer together. I would also like to put up a history 

time line on the stage wall in our Great Room. This will be a time line, that all our people 

will help create.  It starts with the beginnings of St. James until now. This would also in-

clude major historical events of the time and significant persons who helped shape our his-

tory.  People who remember their history can shape the future with a solid foundation. 

 

In these challenging times, as we live close to God and each other, I believe that wonderful 

and exciting life can be lived and shared. I am thankful for our interim time together.  Please 

remember to give me a call if you need to talk or if you know of someone who needs a visit. 

My number at church is 452-1046. My home number is 298-7070 and my email is pastor-

russ@stjames.org.  I look forward to seeing you at worship. 

 

Peace & Power 

Interim Pastor Russ Creydt 
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St. James welcomes all of Godôs children with open 

arms; we embrace people of all colors, race, disability or 

economic background. St. James welcomes persons of 

all sexual orientations and gender identities to share in 

the worship of  God and the work of Godôs dominion. 

Whatôs going on at St James? 
 

Sunday, March 1 at 2:00 PM:  Priority of Hopes. This is 

a most important event in our life. In a 45 minute time pe-

riod starting promptly at 2:00 PM we will review all the 

Hopes of our people that our council has placed in nine 

categories.  We will then sing a song and then pray for the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit. At that time all of our people 

get up and choose which of the nine categories of hope are 

most important in terms of priority. This sets the foundation 

upon which we set goals to accomplish the mission of St. 

James in our future. This also helps us become clear as to 

what pastoral experience and passion we need in the calling 

of our next pastor. 

 

 MAKE SURE YOUR PRIORITIES ARE KNOWN IN 

THIS VITAL EVENT IN OUR LIFE TOGETHER. 
.       

Clay County Clothes 

Closet Collection 
 

As you consider cleaning 

out your closets and draw-

ers this Spring, remember 

that St James will hold a 

clothing drive. The dates 

are March 15, 22 and 29, 

Sundays during Lent. You 

may bring used (pants, 

skirts, shorts, shirts, sweat-

ers, jackets, etc.) or new 

(underwear, socks, etc.) 

clothing to St James.  

Members will deliver the 

clothing to Clay County 

Clothes Closet. Watch your 

bulletins and St James KC 

website for more details. 

VALENTINE 
RENEWAL 

VOWS 
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2 Norb Stracker 

3 Jane Adney 

John Haggerty 

4 Rob Bergin 

Thierry Hale  

6 Chandler Coe 

Jim Ressler 

7 Shamiso Siyakwazi 

8 Susan Hockett 

Marjorie Rupard  

Julie Sherbo 

9 Jonell Priestly 

Gladys Scheelk 

Mufaro Siyakwazi 

10 Shane Jennings 

11 Andrea Johnson 

Myron Schultz 

12 Toni Owens 

13 Cindy Brunker  

14 Tina Jacobs 

16 Kathryn Fuger  

Julia Schliesman 

17 

 

 

18 

Kaitlin Gram  

Scott Jones 
 

Gordon Mesley 

22 Alanna Sherbo 

23 Christine Blank 

24 Kristy Odle  

Madison Wirick  

25 Ken Gillespie 

John Hilderbrand  

Ava Wilson 

26 Stephen Grafelman 

Americo Mabrey 

28 Tabitha Greathouse 

29 Richard Greene 

Jamie Baskin 

Todd Ellwein 

Kristi Cavanaugh 

31 Mary Crooks 

Dave Johnson 

Steve Schlarmann 

  

H e l l o 

St. James, 
   

  Planning for the LAST 

BLAST BEFORE THE FAST 

(ask Pastor Russ to say that 5 

times really fast...it's interest-

ing). This year we go old 

school, back to showcasing 

the talents of our members in 

all their glory. Keep February 

21st open on your 

calendars. 

   Mark March 1st, 2009 2PM 

on your calendars, as this will 

be the meetings of meetings 

for St. James this year and for 

years to come. Way back in 

October of last year we began 

our Stewardship kickoff and 

asked everyone to begin think 

of how they could serve St. 

James during the coming 

year. This discussion will be 

one in which Stewardship for 

your church takes on its true 

meaning as during that time 

YOU will make your choice 

as what HOPES you want 

focused on. Yes, you read 

that right YOU, the great 

people of St. James will 

voice your opinion on the 

HOPEôs and voice your 

opinion on what our future 

goals, both short term and 

long term goals should be for 

not only our search for our 

next Pastor but for the direc-

tion of your church for years 

to come. Youôll be allowed 

to cast 3 votes towards what 

you think the major focus 

should be. Out of these se-

lections we will begin to fo-

cus energies on the short 

term and long term goals and 

the best ways to achieve 

them. 

    The Church Council has 

met and reviewed all 151 

hopes that were spoken dur-

ing our Legacy Meetings and 

formed what we believe are 

the categories which best de-

fine St. James. The categories 

are; Youth, Music Ministry, 

Sunday Night Live, Property, 

Administration, Stewardship, 

Staffing, Fellowship, Mis-

sions, Education, Technology, 

Finances, Worship and Other. 

  

Peace, 

 

Kevin Stephens 

Church Council President 

 

 

. 

 

St James turned a corner in 2008. After three years of finishing in the red, we finished this year in the 

black. Income was down $22,900  but savings on the expense side were  $36,100 less than budgeted. 

This left us about $8,500 positive for the year. 

 

Our start to 2009 has been slower than anticipated with offerings slipping about $3000 below pledges 

thru January 31st and historically January expenses are higher due to bills that come due early in the 

year. 

 

We thank everyone for your continued support for St James and our outreach to the world around us. 

Without the support each of us we could not carry on the missions and outreach that makes us who we 

are as a congregation. 

Council President Notes 

March Birthdays 

 Whatôs Happening? 

 

SCRAPBOOKING 

 

   We have scheduled scrapbooking nights 

on the following Fridays:  

March 20, April 17, and 

May 15. Please come join us 

from 6:30 pm till 11:00 pm 

in the Great Hall. 

   Bring your pictures, scrap-

booking supplies, favorite beverage and 

of course yourself. It doesnôt matter if you 

are just beginning or experienced, we 

would love to have you join us. If you 

have any questions, please call Cindy 

Brunker (746-1834) or Lori Cross (746-

1978). 

Preludes, Offertories, and  

Postludes 

   What is the role of music before and after the 

service? Some call it background music, some 

call it ñmood musicò, some call it ñwalking mu-

sicò to bring in those who are ministering in the 

service. The role of music in general has 

changed in the last fifty years. It accompanies 

every movie, every commercial, every ring of 

the phone, every ride in an elevator; and even a 

couple of ñding-dongsò accompanying the open-

ing or closing of programs on our computer. We 

have learned to tune it out as we go about our 

daily lives. However, the maker of movies and 

commercials know that if they create a melody 

we will remember, we will remember the prod-

uct. To hear certain melodies from the ñTitanicò 

send us right to all the romantic emotions of the 

scenes in which the music was played. It makes 

us focus on the product or emotion that is de-

sired by the producer of the music. 

   It is the same with the prelude. Sometimes it is 

a prelude of the opening hymn. Finding the 

hymn and meditation on the words as the prel-

ude is played can center our minds on worship. 

Itôs hard to leave the intrusions of life on the 

table as we join in worship; the prelude is a 

bridge to help us focus, preparing to shed our 

cares and worries in the Confession. Sometimes 

it is an affirmation of the joy we feel as we 

gather together in love. Sometimes it is a media-

tion to center our thoughts. 

   The offering comes after the sermon and gives 

us time to ponder the words that were shared. 

Sometimes it is forward looking to communion 

and helps us focus toward that. Instead of 

ñmoving musicò to cover the sounds of the of-

fering being taken, it also acts as a bridge to tie 

the Word with the Sacrament. 

   The postlude stretches out the good news just 

a bit longer. Have you ever sat in the movie 

watching the credits because the music keeps 

reminding you of the good parts in the movie? 

The postlude sometimes expands on the tune of 

the closing hymn, sometimes it is a joyful accla-

mation of the worship experience. 

   Sometimes the prelude and postlude are just as 

powerful in their absence. During Holy Week, 

the Maundy Thursday service starts with a prel-

ude, but there is no postlude, because the Good 

Friday Service is a continuation of the Three 

Days. There is no prelude at the good Friday 

Service. We leave in silence and gather in si-

lence. 

   The music in the service is so much more than 

background music. It is a focus point to help in 

worship.  

Upcoming Events Through Metro Lutheran Ministry  
 

 

�0�/�0���³�&�,�&�6�(�´���(�Y�H�Q�W���± Saturday, May 2, 2009   8am to 4pm     3031 Holmes 

The Congregational Inner-City Servant Event is a multi-congregational Lutheran, Thrivent-

sponsored ñservant day.ò Teams from each Lutheran church will work on minor home repair pro-

jects for elderly, disadvantaged individuals. 

 

MLM Night on the Town �± Sunday, August 30, 2009 starting at 2 pm. 

This is a fun, fellowship activity starting with a play suitable for all ages followed by delicious 

Thai cuisine. Begin at The Barn Players (6219 Martway, Mission, KS) to see the play The Secret 
Garden. Then, meet at the Thai Place 94130 Pennsylvania, Kansas City, MO) for a wonderful 

Thai dinner. 

 

Hollis Renewal Center/ MLM Golf Benefit �± Friday, October 9, 2009  Noon at Sunset Hills 

Golf Course, 12200 Riverview, Bonner Springs, KS 

Come join us for the fun golf event that benefits your two favorite Lutheran not-for-profit agen-

cies, Hollis Renewal Center and Metro Lutheran Ministry. 

Bring your family and enjoy a fun-filled 

day at Metro Lutheran Ministry Spring 

Fling.  This event to benefit the MLM 

Christmas Store will be held Saturday, 

March 28 from 8 am to 1pm at Bethany 

Lutheran Church at 9101 Lamar in Over-

land Park.  This day of fun and fellowship 

will start with a pancake breakfast, silent 

auction, games for the kids and baked 

items, candies and crafts to purchase.  

Lunch and nachos will also be available.  

MLM wishes to thank the event sponsors, 

Thrivent, Sav-A-Lot and Price Chopper for 

their support. Donations of silent auction 

items, crafts and baked goods are still needed.  

Volunteers are also needed for set-up on Friday 

the 27th and during the event and for clean-up on 

Saturday.  Contact Suzanne Bartling, MLM Direc-

tor of Outreach Ministry at 816-931-0027 x240 or 

suzannebartling@mlmkc.org for more informa-

tion. 

 

Tickets will be available for purchase at St. James 

following both services starting on March 1.  Ad-

vance prices are $4 for adults and $2 for children 

age 4-12.  For ticket information, call Cathy Stone 

at 587-7993.   

Spring Fling for MLM  

 
The Phone Tree has been updated. Listings are set to the latest 

church directory. Please check to see you arenôt missing and /or your 

phone number is correct. If you are listed as an unlisted number 

please contact the church office to have your name and number in 

the Phone Tree. 


