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What 60s going on at St James?

Sunday, March 1 at 2:00 PM: Priority of Hopes.This is

a most important event in our life. In a 45 minute time pe-
riod starting promptly at 2:00 PM we will review all the
Hopes of our people that our council has placed in nine
categories. We will then sing a song and then pray for the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. At that time all of our people
get up and choose which of the nine categories of hope a
most important in terms of priority. This sets the foundation
upon which we set goals to accomplish the mission of St
James in our future. This also helps us become clear as
what pastoral experience and passion we need in the callin
of our next pastor.

R:I'SE
AND SHINE

The March selection for
Book Club is Rise & Shine
by Anna Quindlen. If you
have any questions,
please contact Barb Bueh-
rer at (816) 734-7192.

MAKE SURE YOUR PRIORITIES ARE KNOWN IN
THIS VITAL EVENT IN OUR LIFE TOGETHER,

Clay County Clothes
Closet Collection
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As you consider cleaning
out your closets and draw-
ers this Spring, remember
that St James will hold a
clothing drive. The dates
are March 15, 22 and 29,
Sundays during Lent. You
may bring used (pants,
skirts, shorts, shirts, sweat-
ers, jackets, etc.) or new
(underwear, socks, etc.)
clothing to St James.
Members will deliver the
clothing to Clay County
Clothes Closet. Watch your
bulletins and St James KC
website for more details.
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What 6s Happen

INTERIM INSIGHTS FROM PASTOR RUSS

FIVE DEVELOPMENTAL TASKS
We have now already completed more than 125 days of our interim together and | have en
joyed serving God and Godds peopl e with
agreed to focus on completing 5 developmental tasks, they are:

1. Learning our story and history in all its ups and downs

2. Helping people move through changes in leadership

3. ldentifying and claiming our mission at this time

4. Enhancing our relationships with our Central States Synod, our ELCA, and our

Ecumenical partners.
5. Preparing for the coming of the next pastor

We are fully into the first task right nov@ur Joys have been shared by allur Hopesare
about to be prioritized on March 1, and then acted upon through the setting of SMART
goals in the spring. Out of this comes a clearer focus of what our mission is.

Our Challengesare about to be faced during our season of lent as we look at how healthy
congregations respond to their issues. | will combine this with a course | teach called
Healthy Congregations. This will be done each Wednesday evening following our soup sup-
per and then followed by our evening prayer together. | would also like to put up a history
time line on the stage wall in our Great Room. This will be a time line, that all our people
will help create. It starts with the beginnings of St. James until now. This would also in-
clude major historical events of the time and significant persons who helped shape our his
tory. People who remember their history can shape the future with a solid foundation.

In these challenging times, as we live close to God and each other, | believe that wonderfu
and exciting life can be lived and shared. | am thankful for our interim time together. Please
remember to give me a call if you need to talk or if you know of someone who needs a visit.
My number at church is 45P046. My home number is 29870 and my email ipastor-
russ@stjames.orgl look forward to seeing you at worship.

Peace & Power
Interim Pastor Russ Creydt


mailto:pastorruss@stjames.org
mailto:pastorruss@stjames.org

Hello
St. James,

Planning for

Council President Notes

the LAST meaning as during that time The Church Council has

BLAST BEFORE THE FAST YOU will make your choice met and reviewed all 151
(ask Pastor Russ to say that @s what HOPES you wanhopes that were spoken dur-
times really fast...it's interest- focused on. Yes, you I’eadng our Legacy Meetings and
ing). This year we go old that right YOU, the greatformed what we believe are
school, back to showcasingpeople of St. James willthe categories which best de-
the talents of our members invoice your opinion on thefine St. James. The categories

all their glory. Keep February HOP E 6 s and
21st open on your
calendars.

Mark March 1st, 2009 2PM long term goals should be fostaffing,

are; i Yourh, Myiskc UMinistry,
opinion on what our future Sunday Night Live, Property,
goals, both short term andadministration, Stewardship,
Fellowship,

Mis-

on your calendars, as this will not only our search for oursjons, Education, Technology,
be the meetings of meetingsnext Pastor but for the direcfinances, Worship and Other.

for St. James this year and fortion of your church for years

years to come. Way back int o ¢ o me.. Y o u Gpkake, b e
October of last year we beganto cast 3 votes towards what

our Stewardship kickoff and you think the major focuskevin Stephens

al

owed

asked everyone to begin thinkshould be. Out of these sechurch Council President

of how they could serve St. lections we will begin to fo-

James during the comingcus energies on the short
year. This discussion will be term and long term goals and
one in which Stewardship for the best ways to achieve
your church takes on its truethem.

Finance Committee Update

March Birthdays

St James turned a corner in 2008. After three years of finishing in the red, we finished this year in the

black. Income was down $22,900 but savings on the expense side were $36,100 less than budge®.

This left us about $8,500 positive for the year.

Our start to 2009 has been slower than anticipated with offerings slipping about $3000 below pledgezsi,3

thru January 3l and historically January expenses are higher due to bills that come due early in thexg
year.

We thank everyone for your continued support for St James and our outreach to the world around us.

Without the support each of us we could not carry on the missions and outreach that makes us who we

are as a congregation.

Page 2

31

Norb Stracker

Jane Adney
John Haggerty

Rob Bergin
Thierry Hale
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Jim Ressler
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Ava Wilson
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Richard Greene
Jamie Baskin
Todd Ellwein
Kristi Cavanaugh

Mary Crooks
Dave Johnson
Steve Schlarmann

SCRAPBOOKING

We rQaeve_sccgeldlllled isgrap%ovc\)lkir}g {'iﬁ
s e, whia 9 fhe oliguing, Frideys
asﬁcr-’lf’b%]{ihg arch , April 17, ant

. May 15. Please come join
oS8 P

Back by popular demand...Outside the box
Sunday afternoon 3:00-4:30pm March 22nd
Talk about... ,

Questions on ts‘dc tl"'c B
Qv Ox

from 6:30 pm till 11:00 pn

—* in the Great Hall. Mﬁm%

_ Bring your pictures, scraj .o

N Yooking stipplifes, TR Srite "beverage ¢ 33:\3?:;
€ofcourseyourself. t doesnot JWG#W
OUlzre just beginning or experienced, Church Issues
WHAT IT WOULD BE

nd would love to have you join usf you
dyhave any questions, please call Cil
d- Brunker (7461834) or Lori Cross (74¢
m97|8)odi es from the A1. ... ¢
he

LIKE “IN THE BOX"

Disclaimer: All opinions expressed are those of “outside the
box and not of St James Church, it’s management or lackeys.
Questions should be well thought out, but answers are not

The Phone Tree
church di

has been updated. Listings are set to the Igtest
che

F' rectory. Please

B S S phone number is correct. If you are listed as an unlisted ndmbel

' please contact the church office to have your name and numper ii
==> the Phone Tree.

intrusions of l'ife on the
Spring Fling for MLM

€Bring your family and enjoy a fufilled  items, crafts and baked goods are still needed.

€ day at Metro Lutheran Ministry Spring Volunteers are also needed for-gpton Friday

iaFling. This event to benefit the MLM the 27th and during the event and for cle@non
Christmas Store will be held Saturday, Saturday. Contact Suzanne Bartling, MLM Direc-
March 28 from 8 am to 1pm at Bethany tor of Outreach Ministry at 81831-0027 x240 or

esLutheran Church at 9101 Lamar in Over-suzannebartling@mimkc.org for more informa-

gland Park. This day of fun and fellowship tion.

will start with a pancake breakfast, silent

auction, games for the kids and bakedTickets will be available for purchase at St. James

Olitems, candies and crafts to purchasefollowing both services starting on March 1. Ad-

V @Unch tarft Ghaclfo® Wiln &s8 beOafailabld1vanceopfices are $4 for adults and $2 for children

tieMLM wishes to thank the event sponsors,age 412. For ticket information, call Cathy Stone

Thrivent, SavA-Lot and Price Chopper for at 5877993.

their support. Donations of silent auction

fi Cl CS EioSathrdag, May 2, 2009 8amto 4pm 3031 Holmes

la- The Congregational InneZity Servant Event is a muitiongregational Lutheran, Thrivent
sponsored fAservant day. o Teams from each L
jects for elderly, disadvantaged individuals.

t as

k, MLM Night on the Town i Sunday, August 30, 2009 starting at 2 pm.

el-This is a fun, fellowship activity starting with a play suitable for all ages followed by deliciou:

Thai cuisine. Begin at The Barn Players (6219 Martway, Mission, KS) to see thEhglé8ecret
arden Then, meet at the Thai Place 94130 Pennsylvania, Kansas City, MO) for a wonder

€€ Thai dinner.

ay

si-Hollis Renewal Center/ MLM Golf Benefit i Friday, October 9, 2009 Noon at Sunset Hills
Golf Course, 12200 Riverview, Bonner Springs, KS
Come join us for the fun golf event that benefits your two favorite Lutheraforptofit agen-

arcies, Hollis Renewal Center and Metro Lutheran Ministry.

in

00
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March 2009 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

March 1 March 1 March 8 March 8 March 15 March 15
8:30 11:00 8:30 11:00 8:30 11:00
Communion Communion Worship Communion Communion Worship
Acolytes _ _ , . .
Blake Meier Hannah Cline | Luke Temperelli Sara & Tara Jessica Lee Libby Verner
Codie Meier Michelle Mason Boomgarden Libby Hill
Altar ,
ild Ed & Joyce Rusty & Brenda Clara & Melissa Edna Barrett
Gui Acton Boeke Felton Kathie Burrichter
Assist- _ _ _ _
. Elizabeth Maria Bradshaw April Glenn & Susan Karla Lee Tom Ericksen
Ing Brockhoff Sarah Cline Mundhenke Bray Sue Tarkka
Minis- Carol Noland
ters
Common _
Cup Bobbi Stracker Ann Woody Susan Seyboth Eva Husted
Ushers Lenna Taylor Mary Verner Ray Pinnick Ken & Donna Hannah Proctor Don Summers
Barb Buehrer Becky Verner Luke Temperelli Wrede Andy Matheney Jim Ressler
March 22 March 22 March 29 March 29
8:30 11:00 8:30 11:00
Worship Communion Communion Worship
Acolytes _ _ .
Erica Brunker Laura Elliott Alex Alshouse Natalie Plated
Richard Elliott | Cordell Collins Worship With Us
Pastor Russ Creydt 814521018
Altar Church Secretary Janet Santa Lucia -838%1018
) Chris & Angie | Pam Bergin Custodian Jack Miller 8164545366
Guild Hill Karen Jennings Organist/Choir  Evelyn R. Mesley 88832890
Assisting
Ministers Bob Bergin Lori Cross Gordon Mesley | Gene Carbaugh
Chris Cline
Common _ ,
Katherine Cross | Bobbi Stracker
Cup
Ushers Rich Leip Neva Locke Marvin Rick & Betty Hill
Norb Stracker | Tom Schweitzer Nuernberger

Gordon Mesley
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COORDINATING OUR
WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS

We have a vital group of people who make our

Sunday worships happen with grace and care. We

want to expand the opportunities for more persons

to serve in the ways that are right for them. If you
volunteer to do something, we want you to enjoy it
and learn more about why we do what we do. The
activity needs to fit you and the gifts that you have.

In order to do this we have several people who

serve as coordinators of each way of serving. We

met together, and evaluated how we can do this
better. Here is what we have decided.

1 We need clear job descriptions for what the ser-
vice includes

1 Our people can volunteer at any time by speak-
ing with the pastor or one of the coordinators.

1 Once a person has volunteered, our Office Ad-
ministrator Janet and Pastor Russ will put to-
gether a schedule that will always be three
months in advance. This schedule will be
emailed or mailed to each volunteer. Janet and
Pastor will set this schedule so that no family
has to volunteer every Sunday. All the names
will be coordinated and rotated.

1 Once each volunteer receives the schedule they
need to read it over. If they cannot serve that
day, they will call someone else on the list of
volunteers to exchange dates. They then call or
email the church office as soon as possible and
no later than the Wednesday before the serving.
This way we will have the correct names in our
bulletin.

1 Our coordinators will do a reminder call for
each volunteer on the Monday or Tuesday be-
fore the Sunday they serve. This call is also a
way of making sure each volunteer is happy in
what they are doing and an opportunity to share
ideas and insights in how we can constantly be
improving the way we serve God and each
other.

Our coordinators will also plan training events

throughout the year so that we can come to-

gether and learn more and get to know each
other better.

=

Here are the areas our people can serve in.

il

il

il

il

il

f

f

As

Acolytes: Here are youth (starting if%grade) &
adults who want to light and extinguish our candles
at worship. They also help receive our offerings
and are available to the pastor for any special needs.
Altar guild: These are persons who make sure the
altar area is beautiful and the communion and bap-
tism supplies are in place. This is often done on a
Saturday and Sunday.

Assisting Ministers: These are the persons who
lead the prayers and assist in the sharing of com-
muni on, and send the peop
& Serve the Lord!o

Bread and Wine Providers: These are people
give about $10 a Sunday to provide for the pur-
chase of the loaves of bread and bottles of wine and
grape juice we need for each of our three services:
Bread and Wine Servers: These can be the pro-
viders or other persons who would like to carry the
bread and wine to the altar at the time of offering.
Cantors: These are adults and youth who would
like to sing the various lead parts of our liturgy.
Flowers: Our people may choose a date to give
flowers in memory or honor of someone. The cost
of flowers is either, $20, $23 or $25. You select the
date and the amount you wish to give and our coor-
dinator will order them for you. After the 11:00
AM worship you may take them home or ask that
they be shared with others.

Readers: These are youth and adults who would
like to read the bible lessons each Sunday.

Ushers: These are adults (youth may also assist)
who greet each person as they come to worship,
give them a bulletin, gather the offerings and help
direct them in any way they need.

you see it takes a lot of people to assist in the wor-

ship of God here at St. James. We hope you will be
able to serve in some way and thus come to know more
keenly just how wonderful the worship of God is for us

all.




Samantha Brunker,
Katherine Cross and
Jessica Lee for provid-
ing classy entertain-
ment.

And | would like to
thank our confirmation
studentsi they did a
terrific job. We can all

blessed St. James with.
Wow it has been
amazing to see what
God did last night in a

Sweet hearts. It has
been amazing to watch
what God has done
with and through our Confirmation stu-
dents this past fiv
months. It has been

Last night after going to the St. James Sweet-
heart Pasta dinner, | happened to look out on

Facebook and this is what | saw in my >
iNewsfeedoé. awesome journe
AcCan't wait wuntil toni gHiMVemner wpen
part of the KITCHEN KREW! I 1129 =
i Omg . Just got back from confirmap
SO much fun! !l 159

né is full from dinner. | had sal

brownies and ice cream yum. 0O

Facebook is a great way to connect with our
younger generation. You get to find out what our
students are really thinking. Last night our stu-
dents found out that it is SO much fun to serve'g']
and to be a part of =%
James. §

For those of you who did not get the privilege
to go to the Sweetheart Pasta dinhédrwill try
to describe the event.

At 6 oo6cl ock, Twel ve -
were in the sanctuary to renew their marriage \
vows. It was extremely cool to be one of the PEss,
Afweddi ng photographers '\&mﬂ

Then at about 6:30, there were about 40 confir- .
mation students, friends and mentors serving a
delicious Pasta dinner to about 100
ifSweet heartso at St . J
musicians playing and singing for the diners.
And everyone seemed to enjoy the candle lit
at mosphere. Was it chao
meal served in an orderly fashion? Well no. But
was it fun? Of course! In the midst of all that
chaos was God present? Definitely!

A night like this does not happen without the
help of several very dedicated adult sponsors.
Karla Lee did an awesome job of heading up tigi
event, getting the food, cooking the pas
Thanks also go to Maria Bradshaw, Victor
Ressler, Mary Verner, Nichelle Unterreine
Mark Unterreiner, Angie Hill, Craig Layman an
Pastor Russ Creydt. And our High school ag
confirmation mentors did a terrific job in bein
great examples in showing our confirmatid
students how to serve. | would like to thank Ha
nah Proctor, Micah Proctor, Ricky Greene, Al
drew Matheney, Amanda Odle, and Jim Resq :
for their help in being a good example and wo
ing hard. | would like to thank Ryan Leipy
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be proud of the great  [f
students that God has;

dinner for people with 2

UncamingYouth Euents

March 8, High School Movie Night at church
(yes | will test out the DVD player ahead of
time!)

March 2728, All Youth Lockin

a
April 19, (Sun) noon- 5pm Hollis Work D

wa s

. ngHigmSehoolouthGroum
is planning to go to Yellowstonational Park
for the Summer Retreat this year. THates
are July 3July 12. We plan to camp to keep
our costs down. We hawmade reservations at

St . campgrounds in Gardiner, MT (near Mam-
moth Hot Springs) and at Colter Bay at Grand
Teton National Park. Yellowstone National
Park is a beautiful place with lots of wildlife

J a me sand interesting things to see. We plan to do

several day hikes while we are out there. And
of course we will be doing a Bible study while
we are out there. Youth going into 9th grade
are eligible to go on this retreat. Please talk to
Tim Verner if you are interested in joining

ds.
i o A7 Fi7 r 7
Quyconilymatiomstudents;
elds
are planning to go to Confirmation Camp at
Stony Lake Lutheran Camp in New Era,
Michigan this year from July 2Bugust 1.
Stony Lake Lutheran Camp is very close to the
Lake Michigan lakeshore, nestled on a 1 mile
long lake. At Stony Lakethere will be an
evening of programming on the beach of Lake
Michigan, a visit to the Silver Lake Sand
Dunesfor an afternoon, offer high ropes, low
ropes, and offer optional canoeing down a
local river or horseback riding at a local
ranch. Stony Lake Lutheran camp is part of
Living Water Ministries and sponsored by the
Lower Michigan synods and the ELCA.

We have28 youth and sponsorsigned up for
this trip! It is not too late to add people
if someone isinterested in joining us. It is
going to be a lot of fun learning about God in a
beautiful place!

March 2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
6:30pm 5:30 KCIF 10 am Project Group 9am TLC
8:30am Communion Church In Band @Great |4-5pm Scouts#47 @ St.
9:45am Sunday School | The World Hall Timothy Rm 2-4pm MAAC @ 10:30am
11:00am Communion 6pm Employ- | 5:30pm Lenten Soup Supi Great Hall KCIF Band
2:00pm Congregational | 7pm High ment Assist per @Great Hall
Prioritizing Event School Scout | 7pm Neola Cir- | 6:15pm Junior Choir
5:00pm Sunday Night | meeting @ cle 6:15pm Healthy Chal-
Live! Great Hall 7pm KC Scot- | lenges
tish Games @ | 7pm Vespers Service
St. Timothy 7:30pm Adult Choir
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8:30am Worship 5:30 KCIF 10 am Project Group 9am TLC
9:45am Sunday School | 1pm Senior |Band @Great |[5:30pm Lenten Soup Sup 10:30am
11:00am Communion Games @ St. | Hall per 7pm KC Scottish KCIF Band
5:00pm Sunday Night | Timothy Servitor Dead- |6:15pm Junior Choir Games @ Great @Great Hall
Live! 7pm Council |line 6:15pm Healthy Chal- Hall
7pm Arts & lenges
Ministry @ St. | 7pm Vespers Service
Timothy 7:30pm Adult Choir
7pm Property
@ Office
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
CITW Clothing Drive 5:30 KCIF 10am Project Group 9am TLC 10:30am
8:30 am Communion | 7pm Book Band @Great |[5:30pm Lenten Soup Supt 5-9pm Healthy | 6:30pm KCIF Band
9:45 am Sunday School| Club Hall per Family @ Great | Scrap-
11:00am Worship 6pm Employ- | 6:15pm Junior Choir Room booking @ | 7pm Swang-
5:00pm Sunday Night | 7pm High ment Assist. 6:15pm Healthy Chal- Great Hall | ers @ Great
Live! School Scoutq 7pm Tech Sup- | lenges 7pm Stephen Hall
@ Great Hall |port @ Office | 7pm Vespers Service Ministry
7:30pm Adult Choir
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
CITW Clothing Drive 10am Project Group 9am TLC 10:30am
8:30am Worship 4-5pm Scouts#47 @ St. KCIF Band
9:45am Sunday School | 1pm Senior |5:30 KCIF Timothy Rm @Great Hall
11:00am Communion Games @ St. |Band @Great |5:30pm Lenten Soup Sup
3:00pm Outside the Boxq Timothy Hall per Youth Youth Lock
5:00pm Sunday Night 7pm Worship & | 6:15pm Junior Choir LockIn @ |In @ Great
Live! Music @ Office | 6:15pm Healthy Chal- Great Hall | Hall
7pm Finance @ | lenges
Office 7pm Vespers Service
7:30pm Adult Choir
29 30 31

CITW Clothing Drive
8:30am Communion
9:45am Sunday School

11:00am Worship
5:00pm Sunday Night

Live!

5:30 KCIF
Band @Great
Hall




