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 The Servitor  

St James Book 
Club  

January 19 - 7pm 

 

   The January selection   for 
Book Club is A Thousand 
Splendid Suns by Khaled 
Hosseini. ñPropelled by a 
poetic language and a great 
story, A Thousand Splendid 
Suns, is a remarkable 
chronicle of three decades of 
Afghan history, and a deeply 
moving account of family 
and friendship.ò - Ama-
zon.com 
   If you have any questions, 
please contact Barb Buehrer 
at  (816) 734-7192. 
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INTERIM INSIGHTS FROM PASTOR RUSS 

MERRY CHRISTMAS &          
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 
Our Joys:  It has been my privilege and joy to 
be your interim pastor for ten weeks now.  
During this time I have had the opportunity to 
sit down with more than 150 of our people 
and listen as we have shared our Joys, our 
Challenges and our Hopes with each other.   
You can read all of our Joys on our web page 
and thus remember many of the wondrous 
things God has given us to celebrate here at 
St. James.  The Joys of St. James are awe-
some! 
 
Our Hopes have also been collected and will 
be printed.  In January, our church council will 
be reading them over and putting them into a 
number of categories of hope.   Then during 
February we will share them with each other 
and discuss what they mean.  On Sunday 
evening, March 1, all of our people will be 
invited to come together in prayer as we pri-
oritize them and set the direction and goals 
for our life and ministry in the coming years. 
 
Our Challenges:  We are entering a time of 
deepening economic and spiritual challenge 
for us.   We are all going to learn how to live 
our lives as better stewards and caretakers of 
our worldôs resources.  This will mean looking 
at new ways of using the gifts of Time, Talent 
and Treasure that God has given us.   We 
can learn from our past challenges, and in so 
doing we can find new ways of responding to 
future challenges.  This we will do during the 
season of lent. 
 
Bible Study:   In the mean time I encourage 
you to build on the great gift we have in Godôs 
Word for us.  Each week at confirmation and 
Sunday School our teens and adults will be 
reading through the New Testament, as we 

discover what God has been and is up to in 
our life together.  In January we do a survey 
of the four Gospels.   In February, Bill Stencil 
will lead us on Sunday mornings in an in 
depth study of the book of James.  During 
Lent we will learn about church growth in the 
book of Acts and then on to the various letters 
of Paul and others.   We will conclude with a 
study of the book of Revelation. 
 
Epiphany World Wide:  Each Sunday during 
January and February we will celebrate 
through music the culture of another country.  
We will explore how Godôs love in Jesus is 
being made known around the world.  Bring a 
friend to worship with you in this season of 
Light. 
 
This is our time together, and I give God 
thanks for you and the people of St. James.  
Always remember that my door is always 
open to you.  Give me a call and letôs set up 
time to explore what God is up to among us. 
 
Peace & Power 
Pastor Russ 
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St. James welcomes all of Godôs children with open 

arms; we embrace people of all colors, race, disability or 

economic background. St. James welcomes persons of 

all sexual orientations and gender identities to share in 

the worship of  God and the work of Godôs dominion. 

Whatôs going on at St James? 

Å January 3  Epiphany Decorating    
Everyone is invited to help decorate the church for the Epiphany season beginning at 10 am. We should be fin-

ished by noon. For questions please contact Bob Bergin or Bobbi Stracker. 

 

Å January 16 Movie Night at 6:30 pm 
Join the Arts in Ministry Committee as they watch ñWhat Dreams May Comeò starring Robin Williams. Share in the 

snacks and a lively discussion about the movie. 

  

Å January 25 RIC Sunday 

                       Outside the Box at 3 pm  
The thought provoking sessions return. 

 

The Employment Assistance Group  
We meet  the first and the  third Tuesdays at 6 pm in  St. Timothyôs. If you need to find a job or a better job, we 

can help. 

 

The Project Group meets every Wednesday at 10 am  
Making Quilts for those in needðespecially to be given through the Christmas Store of MLM. 

 

 TLC meets every Thursday morning at 9 am  
Coffee and rolls firstðand then the thousand and one fix-it jobs the church needs doing. 

If you canôt hang around to work, weôve never turned anyone away who just came for the donuts! 

 

EVERY SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 am and 11:00 amðTraditional Lutheran Worship 
5:00 pmðSunday Night Live!  Join the St. Jamesô Gang Band in preaching, praise and sacrament.       

  RIC Sunday on 
January 25  

 
     The fourth Sunday in Janu-
ary is designated by the ecu-
menical welcoming community 

as Wel-
coming 
Sunday 
( for us 
Luther-
ans that 
means 

ñReconciling in Christ or ñRICò 
Sunday).  
     On this day, we join other 
welcoming congregations from 
various denominations in cele-
brating the witness to Godôs 
love for persons of all sexual 
orientations and gender identi-
ties. 
     Reconciling in Christ is a 
ministry of this congregation 
and Lutherans Concerned/
North America 
(www.lcna.org).Our congrega-
tion was added to the list when 
we made a public Affirmation 
of Welcome that explicitly in-
cluded people of all sexual 
orientations and gender identi-
ties.   

Enjoying the Lights on the Plaza 
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Parish News 

Birthdays in Jan. 

Page 2  Page 7  

1 Martha Burson 

2 Don Carsten 

3 Edna Barrett 

Ashlyn Vaughn 

4 Fred Barth 

Karen Jennings 

Candace Mcnabb 

5 David Wright 

6 Bill Betker 

Justin Owens 

8 Julia Kuhn 

9  Glenn Bray 

Tyler Wilson 

14 Dennis Jennings 

15 Robin Acton 

LaVonne Kothe 

Gary Mortimer 

16 Donna Campbell 

17 Jeffrey Baskin 

Clint Coffman 

18 Mary Bishop 

Hannah Cline 

19 Edmond Acton 

Keith Baskin 

Brynne Davis 

Bob Dever 

Rick Johnson 

Kelly Stover 

20 Eric Joslin 

Marilyn Lundy 

Leann Walker 

21 Micah Proctor 

Josie Rosson 

22 Charles Cayce 

24 Victor Luerding 

Dan Lundy 

25 Dylan Catalano 

26 Gretta Coffer 

27 Morgan Crooks 

28 Mackenzie Sanchez 

30 Sara Leasure 

Sally Schlarmann 

31 Cordell Collins 

Corey Leasure 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

St James Lutheran Church named Church Partner of the 
Year 2008 by Habitat for Humanity Kansas City 

 
     This honor was received by 
Susan Bray, Church in the World 
Committee, and Marvin Nuernber-
ger, Habitat for Humanity Volun-
teer, on Saturday evening, No-
vember 22nd at Habitatôs Celebra-
tion of Giving Event at Grace and 
Holy Trinity Cathedral Founderôs 
Hall. 
     Yahna Gibson, Executive Di-
rector of Habitat for Humanity 
Kansas City and Geofrey Kigenyi 
presented the Certificate of Rec-
ognition. 
 
The criteria for this recognition 
are: 
     Contributions of money, pro 
bono services, or in-kind contribu-
tions that have a significant impact 
on the fulfillment of Habitat for 

Humanity Kansas Cityôs mission 
and ministry. 
     Demonstrated commitment 
to the mission and principles of 
Habitat for Humanity. 
     Represent Habitat for Hu-
manity Kansas City to the public 
in a positive way. 
     History of support of Habitat 

Kansas City. 
 
     The Church Partner of 
the Year certificate pre-
sented to St James Lu-
theran Church on behalf of 
Habitat for Humanity Kan-
sas City reads:  ñYour sup-
port is invaluable to our 
organization.  You have 
been blessed with a pas-
sion for serving others and 
are an example of all that 

God hopes for us to be.  Thank 
you for sharing your passion with 
us to help make othersô dreams 
come true.ò   See the framed 
certificate in St James narthex. 

Upcoming  
Youth Events  

 
   There are a number of changes 
to the youth schedule. Please 
ignore previous versions of the 
schedule. 
 

Jan 3 (Sat) 6pm High School 

Youth Group goes Bowling 
 

Feb 6 - 8 Wichita Quake 

 

Feb 11 (Wed) Sweetheart Dinner  

A fancy pasta dinner served by 
youth group with high quality live 
entertainment 
(violin, etc.) 
 

Apr 3 - 4 Hollis Retreat 2 - 

the sequel 
 

Apr 19 (Sun)  noon - 5pm 

Hollis Work Day for Youth 
Groups 

     Dear St James Office and Glenn (excellent 
Hollis Advocate), 
  
At our recent Volunteer Recognition Dinner on 
Nov. 20, Hollis recognized the volunteer 
work of Marvin and Jan Nuernberger as 
volunteers of the year for Hollis Renewal 
Center.  Since 2000, Hollis has been recog-
nizing 1-2 volunteers each year for their 
outstanding efforts in making Hollis a wel-
coming place for all.  Attached is a photo of 
them with the award. 
  
If you would like more information please 
contact me at Hollis! 
Peace, 
  
Dave Mareske 
Executive Director 
Hollis Renewal Center 
"a place to be surprised by God" 
www.holliscenter.org 
(913) 441-0451 
 

 

Adventures in  
Babysitting  

News From Hollis Renewal Center 

Family 
Matters 

Hollis Retreat  
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