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St James Book 
Club  

February 16 - 
7pm 

 

   The February selection   
for Book Club is The Zoo-
keeperôs Wife: A War Story 
by Diane Ackerman.  If you 
have any questions, please 
contact Barb Buehrer at  
(816) 734-7192. 
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INTERIM INSIGHTS FROM PASTOR RUSS 
We are in the season of EPIPHANY . 

Have you had one lately?  This word can mean ña sudden awareness of something very real, 

right in front of usò. For us, as Christians, it also means celebrating the reality of God becoming 

a human being for us in the person of Jesus. January 6th is the day we commemorate the coming 

of the wise men to the baby Jesus. We call it Epiphany. There they saw for themselves the reality 

of God in a baby.  Through out the weeks that follow, until the beginning of Lent, we hear the 

stories of how Jesus interacted in the lives of people in such a way that they now see life from a 

new perspective, and begin to act upon it. 

 

Here at St. James, we are having some epiphanies also. In our Legacy time we shared our Joys, 

Challenges and Hopes and we are in the process of exploring what they mean for us. We have 

experienced the reality of Jesus in our midst in all our ups and downs. We also know that the 

Holy Spirit gives us the ability to create new realities through what we vision our future to be. 

 

151 of our people shared their hopes and our church council has read them all and put them into 

nine categories of Hope for our future. They are in alphabetical order. 

Administration  

Communications  

Community Outreach & Benevolence 

Congregational Care & Fellowship 

Financial Stewardship 

Member & Non-Member Involvement 

Property Care & Development 

Worship & Music  

Youth & Family Ministry  

You can go on our web page or pick up a paper copy at church and read over each individual 

hope listed by our people in each of these categories of Hope. On Sunday, March 1 at 2:00 PM 

all of our members are invited to come and to prioritize these nine categories. Of the nine, which 

are the most important for us to focus the majority of our resources and talent? All are important 

and will receive attention, but which rise to the top as we look ahead in the next few years? What 

is the Holy Spirit asking of us as we get ready to begin a new chapter? 

 

This is an exciting time. I believe that God does still do Epiphanies. Our first task is to keep our 

eyes and ears open so that we do not miss them. Our second task is to get going and act upon 

them, for Jesus is calling us into a mission which is life giving.  I look forward to seeing you at 

worship. 

Peace & Power 
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St. James welcomes all of Godôs children with open 

arms; we embrace people of all colors, race, disability or 

economic background. St. James welcomes persons of 

all sexual orientations and gender identities to share in 

the worship of  God and the work of Godôs dominion. 

Whatôs going on at St James? 

Å February 11 Sweet Heart Dinner  
 A special evening ñoutò at church with dinner and entertainment provided by our youth. 

Å February 16 Movie Night at 6:30 pm 
Join the Arts in Ministry Committee as they watch ñChocolatò starring Juliette Binoche, Johnny Depp, and Judi 

Dench. Share in the snacks and a lively discussion about the movie. 

  

Å February 22 Outside the Box at 3 pm  
The thought provoking sessions return. 

 

The Employment Assistance Group  
We meet  the first and the  third Tuesdays at 6 pm in  St. Timothyôs. If you need to find a job or a better job, we 

can help. 

 

The Project Group meets every Wednesday at 10 am  
Making Quilts for those in needðespecially to be given through the Christmas Store of MLM. 

 

 TLC meets every Thursday morning at 9 am  
Coffee and rolls firstðand then the thousand and one fix-it jobs the church needs doing. 

If you canôt hang around to work, weôve never turned anyone away who just came for the donuts! 

 

EVERY SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 am and 11:00 amðTraditional Lutheran Worship 
5:00 pmðSunday Night Live!  Join the St. Jamesô Gang Band in preaching, praise and sacrament. 

      
2009 RESTART DINNER 
 
  

Our first ReStart dinner 
of 2009 is set for Sun-
d a y ,  F e b r u a r y 
8th.   Thereafter, we are 
scheduled to bring a 
meal and serve it on the 
2nd Sunday of each 
even month. Please con-
sider donating food or 
helping with delivery 
and service of the meal, 
either this month or in 

the future.  The sign -up 
sheets  are posted in the 
narthex.  This is a great 
opportunity to help the 
needy in our community 
and also get to know 
members of St. James 
who are involved with 
this mission.  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Parish News 

February Birthdays  

Page 2  Page 7  

1 Kirsten Schlarmann 

2 Rich Leip 

Amanda Odle 

4 Marsha Herndon 

5 Brianna Knopf 

Jan Nuernberger 

6 Jeanine Corbley 

Joann Joslin 

7 Martha Goodman 

Dorothy Ramos 

Susan Tarkka 

10  Larry Murphy 

11 Ty Schliesman 

Kyle Simon 

12 Halie Bender 

Christy Schliesman 

13 Pauline Fincham 

Jake Jacobs 

14 Carole Barth 

Jennifer Boomgarden 

Mona Coe 

Carter Hansen 

Angie Hill 

15 Colton Cavanaugh 

17 Ryan Mason 

Harvey Ressler 

18 Kathy Stoenner 

21 Kelsey Dufoe 

23 Hailey Knopf 

Norma Rutledge 

Lenna Taylor 

24 Jim Crooks 

Judy Longworth 

Tena OôHara 

Bobbi Stracker 

25 Pamela Bergin 

Bobbie Miner 

Benjamin Schliesman 

26 Lynne Cook 

Allan Odle 

27 Charles Wirick 

28 Nancy Poppa 

Toby Proctor 

29 Alex Alshouse 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Hello St. James,  
 
Planning for the LAST 
BLAST BEFORE THE 
FAST (ask Pastor Russ to 
say that 5 times really 
fast...it's interesting). This 
year we go old school, 
back to showcasing the 
talents of our members in 
all their glory. Keep Febru-
ary 21st open on your 
calendars. 
 
Also, keep February 11th 
open as we will be having 
a sweetheart dinner, 
served by our youth group. 
Grab that someone special 
as you'll have an opportu-
nity to renew your vows as 
well as enjoy a great din-
ner! 
 
Mark March 1st, 2009 2PM 
on your calendars, as this 
will be the meetings of 
meetings for St. James this 
year and for years to 
come.  Way back in Octo-
ber of last year we began 
our Stewardship kickoff 
and asked everyone to be-
gin think of how they could 
serve St. James during the 
coming year. This discus-
sion will be one in which 

Stewardship for your 
church takes on its true 
meaning as during that 
time YOU will make your 
choice as what HOPES 
you want focused on. Yes, 
you read that right YOU, 
the great people of St. 
James will voice your 
opinion on the HOPEôs 
and voice your opinion on 
what our future goals, 
both short term and long 
term goals should be for 
not only our search for our 
next Pastor but for the 
direction of your church 
for years to come. Youôll 
be allowed to cast 3 votes 
towards what you think 
the major should focus on.  
Out of these selections we 
will begin to focus ener-
gies on the short term and 
long term goals and the 
best ways to achieve 
them. 
 
The Church Council has 
met and reviewed all 151 
hopes that were spoken 
during our Legacy Meet-
ings into formed what we 
believe are the categories 
which best define St. 

James. The categories are; 
Youth, Music Ministry, 
Sunday Night Live, Prop-
erty, Administration, Stew-
ardship, Staffing, Fellow-
ship, Missions, Education, 
Technology, Finances, 
Worship and Other. 
  
Peace, 
 
Kevin Stephens 
Church Council President 
 
 
. 

Upcoming  
Youth Events  

 
February 11 (Wednesday)  
SWEETHEART DINNER 
 
A fancy pasta dinner served by youth 
group with high quality live entertain-
ment (violin, etc.) 
 
February 27 (Friday)  
YOUTH RETREAT AT HOLLIS  

 
We had such a great time last fall at 
Hollis that we want to do it again.  On 
Friday evening February 27 through 
Saturday noon, our Senior & Junior 
High youth are invited to a fun and inter-
esting time as we explore our Hopes 
and Challenges in the time to come. 
More information is coming, but do re-
serve the dates. 
 

April 3 - 4 Hollis Retreat 2 - the sequel 

 

April 19 (Sun)  noon - 5pm Hollis 

Work Day for Youth Groups 

Confirmation 
Service  
Projects 

SWEET HEART DINNER  

Family 
Matters 

   Wednesday, February 11th at 6:30. Be sure 
to save Wednesday evening February 11th for 
our Sweet Hearts Dinner. Our youth will be 
providing a fine Italian dinner of drinks, salad, 
pasta and dessert. This is a candle light din-
ner with live music of love songs. So bring 
someone you love or just come and join the 
folks here who love you for a fine dinner. 
There is no charge.  We do ask however that 
what you might spend on a fine evening out 
with food, friends live music and candle light, 
you might want to 
give that amount to 
help send our youth 

to confirmation camp & youth trip this sum-
mer. 
   An additional attraction is for all our couples 
to come and renew their vows. At 6:00 PM all 
couples will assemble in the narthex 
(entrance to the church) and at 6:05 we will 
process down the aisle to organ music. We 
will then go through the wedding service and 
renew our vows and then have a ñholy kissò 
and recess on out and down to the great hall 
for the Sweet Heart dinner. Do make plans to 

renew the love this 
coming Valentines 
week. 

Council President Notes 


