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What's going on at St James?

n
HOLY WEEK A rl I -
This is the most awesome time of year as we tell the story of what Jesus has accomplished ' this issiie

for us all. Here is our schedule:
e Palm Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 AM & 5:00 PM. We begin outside our building, weather
permitted for a parade and procession with palm branches as we reenact the entry of
Jesus into his final week in Jerusalem.

Changing Presidents /Birthdays P.2
Good Friday/April Fools P.3

o Hollis Youth Retreat/New Members P.4
e Maundy Thursday: 7:00 PM The word Maundy means “commandment.” This is the

night Jesus gave us a New commandment to “love one another as he loves us.” We Monthly Calendar P.5

will tell and reenact this most gentle and profound action. HOLL]S Worship Assistants Schedule P.6
e Good Friday: 7:00 PM This is God’s Friday, a day in which we celebrate through
music the story of self giving saving love. YOUTH ' What’s Happening? P.7
e FEaster Morning: 8:30 AM Worship, 9:30 to 11:00 Easter Breakfast & Easter Egg > \
The April selection for Hunt. 11:00 AM & 5:00 PM Worship. This day we celebrate the event that makes all T . L A -
' days come alive. RETREA
e e g INTERIM INSIGHTS FROM PASTOR RUSS
The true adventures of the We have just finished the prioritizing of all our hopes. I marvel at the worshipful way our
first American explorer to people have responded to this, and well we should. The hopes of our people are a precious
bring back china’s most PLANNING AHEAD thing and come from I believe, the insights of the Holy Spirit. Look at the list below and
exotia animal. If you have Our congregational meeting will be held on Sunday May 3. We begin with a potluck at reflect on how each of these priorities impacts each other. The highest priorities must be

any questions, please con-
tact Barb Buehrer at (816)

noon followed by our meeting at which we elect our new leaders for the coming year. supported by the lower and the lower priorities must be engaged by the higher, so that all of

734-7192. our parts are working together for the well being of the whole congregation.
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r - Llelulily the Now is the month in which we need to discern how these priorities influence each other.
lights in the Sanctu- Each committee and group of people need to look at how what they do fits into and shapes
ary and for the these priorities. Remember that all nine are important. The ones that rise to the top are the
many property re- ones that will give us the most energy and benefit if we set goals to achieve them well. This
pairs on the church. is what now comes next in our interim time together.

After some time to discern how they influence us all as the body of Christ, we will now start
setting SMART GOALS to accomplish them. The word SMART stands for Specific, Meas-
urable, Attainable, Realistic, and Timely. Each committee, group and staff should, in the
next 3 months start setting Short, Medium and Long term goals to accomplish our priori-

/ ties with the skills and resources we have been given by God.

H y/ e A short term goal is one between now and the end of summer.

4d 1) 4 e A medium term goal is between now and the end of the year.

{ )I r ( | N l ] A long term goal is one between now and one or two or three years from now.
St. James welcomes all of God’s children with open Fan “'l‘.'n' at Work We need to be clear about our priorities and how each of us is helping to accomplish them.
arms; we embrace people of all colors, race, disability or This is an exciting time to be followers of Jesus here at St. James. All this work will also
economic background. St. James welcomes persons of help up as we get ready to start the process of calling the next pastor.
all sexual orientations and gender identities to share in Peace & Power

the worship of God and the work of God’s dominion. Interim Pastor Russ Creydt




I want to thank Kevin Stephens who has served as our president. Because of other priori-
ties for him at this time he is handing the office of president to Bob Brunker our current
vice president. Kevin has served the people of St. James very well in a difficult time of
transition. God’s Holy Spirit gives us the wisdom to know when to step into and out of
leadership roles, and so I say a big THANK YOU KEVIN for all the ways you have
helped lead the people of St. James as we entered the interim time of ministry. Now as we
move into this next part of our life and ministry let us continue to work and celebrate to-
gether the gifts that God is giving us all. See you at worship.

Peace & Power
Interim Pastor Russ Creydt

COUNCIL NOMINATING COMMITTEE

The Council Nominating Committee met
Wednesday March 4, 2009. The following
members of the nominating committee were
present: Hannah Proctor, Harvey Ressler,
Hank Guggenmos, Carolyn Guggenmos,
Elizabeth Brockhoff and Marvin McNabb.

The committee reviewed the list of contacts
identified in the February 24, 2009 meeting.
Those who have agreed to be nominated thus
far are: Bobbi Stracker, Richard Wilson, Amy
Todd and Catheryn Cross.

Tim Verner and Gary Whittier have agreed to
be nominated for the G.E.M. committee.

Open positions are as follows:

e One, one year term for the Youth council
seat

e One, Two year term, Fill out unexpired
term

e Four, Three year terms for regular terms

We need to try to achieve a two to one ratio of
nominees to positions.
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ARTS IN MINISTRY PROJECT

The Arts in Ministry Committee com-
pleted the first step of their beautifying
the narthex project with the installation
of a beautiful, handcrafted cabinet. This
cabinet was designed and constructed
by Larry Meyer.

The wood, which is African mahogany,
was chosen to blend with the tile floor
in the narthex and the wood at the altar.
The cabinet, which will be outfitted
with a glass top, will serve an attractive
storage area for brochures, sign-up
sheets, and other items.

The committee also purchased four
chairs which will provide some attrac-
tive seating for people in the narthex.
These seats can be used by the ushers,
members of a wedding party, or family
members at a funeral service. A sub-
committee will continue to work on
some additional projects in the narthex.

The AIM Committee would like to
thank the property committee and the
TLC group for all of their help in com-
pleting the initial stage of this project.

April Birthdays

Cassandra Crooks
Samantha Caloroso

Maria Bradshaw
Keith Kuhn

Bud Stracker
Kate Wallace

Deb Gallant
Marvin McNabb
Nicholas Bishop

Craig Layman

Jessica Blom
Rachel McNabb
Charlie Rome

Timothy Haggerty

Elizabeth Hill
Danae Von Glahn

Larry Meyer

Carl Brockhoff

Amber Matheney
David Leip
Christopher Smallwood
Erin Catalano

Michael Crooks

Lauren Luerding

Tom Bishop
Brendan Johnson

David Ragan
Elizabeth Bradshaw
Katherine Bradshaw

Loren Holtz
Kathy Surprenant

Robert Ragan

Lyle Stone

Shane Hicks

Tim Feiertag
Hanne Smallwood

Arlene Hover
Christina Meier
Dakota Meier

HELP WANTED

The Project Group would
love to recruit new faces and
talent to join us on Wednes-
days. While once the Project
Group (so named because of
outside contracted jobs to
raise money for the church)
did many and varied jobs,
our primary ministry now is
to provide quilts, caps, lap
robes, pillows and various
items for the MLM Christ-
mas store. We also provide
decorated tins at Christmas
to be filled with cookies and
stocking kits for decoration
by the congregation and dis-
tribution by MLM. Sewers,
knitters and crocheters are
welcome, but we also can
use your for various other
jobs. We can provide fabric
and yarn for those whose
resources are limited. If you
can’t attend our weekly
meeting, perhaps you’d like
to contribute your own quilt
top for assembly or Kknit
caps in your spare time. We
meet every Wednesday from
approximately 10:00 to 2:00
pm, with a brown bag lunch
and discuss topics as varied
as baseball/football/
basketball standings, poli-
tics, economy, church activi-
ties and current community
affairs. We have fun---
please join us!

What’s Happening?

SPECIAL YOUTH SUNDAY APRIL 19

Our youth will be leading and serving at all of our worships on Sunday April
19", We have a talented and capable group of youth and so we invite you to

“CORRECTION” reStartnc

In last month's Servitor it was incorrectly reported that the ReStart Dinners
will be monthly in 2009. In 2009 (like 2008), the ReStart Dinners are the
second Sunday of EVERY OTHER month. For your calendar, those dates
will be: April 12th, June 14th, August 9th, October 11th and December
13th.

YOU CAN HELP!!

One of the most enduring
qualities of St. James is that we
are a family. When one hurts,
we all hurt. When one cele-
brates, we all celebrate. Right
now we have four members
who are hurting because they
need a job. You can help. As
you will see from the following
descriptions, their qualifica-
tions indicate a tremendous
amount of experience and tal-
ent. (1.) Over 17 years experi-
ence creating a profitable
working relationship with cus-
tomers and vendors in the ac-
counts receivable and payable
functions. (2.) Over 10 years
experience increasing sales and
decreasing expenses by effec-

tively managing inventory and solv-
ing customer problems in all aspects
of the supply chain. (3.) Over 20
years experience increasing sales by
developing ideas that use graphic and
web design to communicate with and
motivate customers to buy. (4). [ have
many years experience being a results
driven leader who consistently
achieves corporate objectives through
business development, strategic plan-
ning and customer relationship man-
agement. If you own, work, or know
of a company that is looking for
someone who can achieve results that
these four people have produced,
please contact either Lloyd Kerns
(587-8096) or Fred Barth (781-0580)

Upcoming Events Through Metro Lutheran Ministry

MLM “CICSE” Event — Saturday, May 2, 2009 8am to 4pm 3031 Holmes
The Congregational Inner-City Servant Event is a multi-congregational Lutheran, Thrivent-
sponsored “servant day.” Teams from each Lutheran church will work on minor home repair pro-

jects for elderly, disadvantaged individuals.

MLM Night on the Town — Sunday, August 30, 2009 starting at 2 pm.

This is a fun, fellowship activity starting with a play suitable for all ages followed by delicious
Thai cuisine. Begin at The Barn Players (6219 Martway, Mission, KS) to see the play The Secret
Garden. Then, meet at the Thai Place 94130 Pennsylvania, Kansas City, MO) for a wonderful

Thai dinner.

Hollis Renewal Center/ MLM Golf Benefit — Friday, October 9, 2009 Noon at Sunset Hills
Golf Course, 12200 Riverview, Bonner Springs, KS

Come join us for the fun golf event that benefits your two favorite Lutheran not-for-profit agen-
cies, Hollis Renewal Center and Metro Lutheran Ministry.
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APRIL 2009 SUNDAY ASSISTANTS

e
i

@—

5th

Acolytes

8:30 Michelle Mason
11:00 Hannah Cline
5:00

Altar Guild

Joyce Acton

Altar Guild
Bread & Wine

Servers

8:30  Hank & Carolyn
Guggenmos
11:00 Pam Kerns

Assisting

Ministers

8:30 Bob Bergin &
April Mundhenke

11:00 Tom Erickson &
Jean Hicks

5:00

Bread & Wine

Providers
Barb Buehrer

Cantors

8:30 none needed
11:00  none needed

Flowers

Power Point
5:00 Blake Meier

Readers

8:30 Elizabeth Brockhoff

11:00  Dana Creydt
5:00

Ushers
8:30 Barb Buehrer

11:00  Connie Royal &
Sarah Cline
5:00

12th

Erica Brunker
Mufaro Siyakwazi

Julie & Mark Sherbo

Terry & Carol
Noland
Connie Royal

Carol & Fred Barth

Glenn & Susan
Bray

Gary & Gail Snyder

Fred Barth
Fred Barth

Bob Bergin
Bill Betker

Bob Brunker &
Toby Proctor
Gary & Gail Snyder

1 9th

Confirmands
Confirmands

Confirmands

Confirmands

no communion

Confirmands
Confirmands
Confirmands

Confirmands

Confirmands
Confirmands

Confirmands

Confirmands
Confirmands

Confirmands

Confirmands

26th

Luke Temperelli
Evan Todd

Temperelli Family

no communion

Pam Kerns

Harvey Ressler &
Candace McNabb
Gordon Mesley

Fred & Carol Barth

Kenda Calorosa
Kenda Calorosa

Connie Royal

Carol Noland
Nancy Merz

Ed & Joyce Acton

Jean Hicks &
Mary Meier

—
i

CONTINUING EDUCATION
FOR PASTOR RUSS

APRIL FOOLS FOR CHRIST

In the Bible, in First Corinthians 1:18 & 25 we hear that
“The message about the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God.” And “God’s foolishness is wiser than hu-
man wisdom.” So come and join us on April Fools Day,
April 1%, for our last soup supper of Lent as we explore
how to handle the anxieties of life with laughter, humor
and some of God’s foolishness. We eat supper from 5:30
to 6:15 and then we are going to share lots of jokes and
silliness, so bring your favorite joke or story. Make sure it
is not sarcastic, or ma put down joke in any way. We are
here to build up and not tear down; but silly and fun we
can be. Our worship that evening will also be full of Holy
Humor. Invite a friend and let’s celebrate God’s lavish
foolishness.

Every pastor in the ELCA is expected to do at
least 12 days of continuing education a year in
order to stay current with ministry needs. This is
how I have received my training as an Inten-
tional Interim Pastor. As I look now at the last
decade of my full time pastoral work, (I am 61) I
would like to be able to communicate more
deeply with our neighbor’s who are Spanish
speaking. This is the fastest and largest growing
segment of our country and I would like to be
able to help ELCA congregations share the Gos-
pel of Jesus with them in a bilingual way. Two
summers ago, Dana and I spent two weeks in
Mexico at Cuernavaca at the Anders Language
School, and this year we will be going back to
Mexico. In order to save costs we will be doing
our own study using Rosetta Stone and meeting
with local people to practice. We will be study-
ing in Guadalajara and Puerto Vallarta. We will
be away from April 17 to May 1*. Pastor Ashley
Masoni will be available for preaching and pas-
toral care. Do keep Dana and me in your prayers.
The people in Mexico, especially along the bor-
der towns are going through difficult days. We
will be careful and yet full of appreciation in
how we can share in the exploring of faith in
other languages.

GOOD FRIDAY CANTATA

This spring the choir will bring the worship service on
Good Friday, April 10, at 7:00 p.m. The Covenant of
Grace by Joseph Martin reminds us of the promises
and covenants of God. This story of redemption is
brought to the congregation through music and narra-
tion. We are reminded of God’s promises to Abraham
and David and ever after even to us in this day of un-
certainty. God so loved the world that He gave His only
Son as a sacrifice.

Follow the events of Christ’s last week, leading to the
Crucifixion. While remembering Christ on the cross,
we are also assured that, “Here is love, vast as the
s ocean, loving kindness, as the flood, when the Prince of
Life, our ransom, she for us His precious blood.”
i Come; hear the word in music on Good Friday at 7:00
p.m.

NEW LUTHERAN STUDY BIBLES
ARE HERE !!!!

Our Augsburg Fortress press has just published a new Lutheran Study Bible. They use the New Revised
Standard Version for the translation and have all sort of study helps. We ordered twenty of them at a dis-
count price of $18.00 for the paper back and $23 for the hard back. If you would like one you may purchase
the ones we have on hand. Once these are gone the regular price is $25.00 for the paper back and $35.00 for
the hard back. These are very good prices for a priceless book. Get one for yourself or someone you love.
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Hollis Retreat — Feb 27-28, 2009

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
all your soul and all your mind
And love all humankind
As you would love yoursedf

a song that we sang a

Love one another as I have loved you. John 13:34
was the theme of the retreat. After having such a
good experience at the Hollis Retreat this fall, our
youth asked us to create a sequel. So we went out to
Hollis on February 27-February 28 with a crew of 26
youth and sponsors...

So Pastor Russ led a discussion about some of the
crazy ways that Jesus served the apostles — like
washing their feet. Then we discussed how we can
serve and love each other.

Youth Retreats are always a LOT of fun. You
never know exactly what is going to happen, but it is
always fun to hang out and experience the energy of
our youth! We enjoyed singing lots of fun songs
about Jesus Love — led by Maria Bradshaw and
Samantha Brunker... We are fortunate that our
youth really love to sing!

And we played lots of fun games — indoors and
outdoors — like Romans and Christians (a kind of
hide and seek at night), and just running around and
playing various games with balls, nerf guns and
fancy hats.

This time we had a hair salon and lots of fancy
hairstyles — the latest styles from Paris created by
our creative hair stylists: Becky Verner, Natalie

St. James welcomes our new members:
Richard & Kathy & Laura Elliott
Gale & Nancy Mertz
Rachel Mitchell
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Platel, Megan Unterreiner, and Michelle Mason.

We were blessed with an overnight snowfall of
about three inches of snow. Hollis is a beautiful
place anyway, but it was amazing to see Hollis with
a fresh coat of snow! We enjoyed making snow
sculptures, and going for hikes in the snow. The
trails of Hollis are amazing — and it was wonderful
to take the time to walk through the snow!

St. James is blessed to have an awesome group of
dedicated adult sponsors who made this retreat pos-
sible. Victoria Ressler and Maria Bradshaw were the
master chefs for the retreat — making our youth a
feast that included three t of freshly baked cook-
1uesr(plu¥ b?ogvl(gies.)?sﬁ)p};gﬁfo%sl, a?brlezﬁfasf%fe pgn—r
cakes, scrambled eggs, hash browns, and cinnamon
twists, and we had a feast of tacos for lunch! My
mouth is watering just thinking about it! Thanks also
go to Rob Bergin, Craig Layman and Pastor Russ
Creydst for helping to lead this very fun retreat.

Wow it has been amazing to see what God did with

our youth in the beautiful retreat center called Hollis.
It has been amazing to watch what God has done

with and through our youth this past six months.

April 2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satur-
day
1 2 3 4
10 am Project Group 9am TLC
3:15pm Staff
4-5pm Scouts#47 @ St. |2-4pm MAAC @
Timothy Rm Great Hall
5:30pm Lenten Soup
Supper
6:15pm Junior Choir AIM visit to
6:15pm April Fools @ | Mario Moscari-
Luther Rm tolo Priest artist
7pm Vespers Service studio
7:30pm Adult Choir
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
PALM SUNDAY 6pm Employ- 10 am Project Group MAUNDY GOOD
8:30am Communion CITW @ ment Assist 3:15pm Staff THURSDAY FRIDAY Easter
9:45am Sunday School | Office No Junior Choir 9am TLC decoration
11:00am Communion Scouts @ 7pm Neola Cir- | No Soup Supper 7pm Worship at the
5:00pm Sunday Night Great Hall cle @ St. Timo- | No Confirmation 7pm Commun- Service church
Live! thy No Service ion Service
7:00 pm Choir @ Sanc- Cantata
tuary
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
EASTER SUNDAY SERVITOR 10am Project Group 9am TLC 9am USCAA
> DEADLINE 3:15pm Staff 9am USCAA @ | @ Great Rm
3pm Back to School @ |St. Timothy Rm
Great Hall 6:30pm Scrap- | 7pm
1pm Senior 7pm Property Spm Healthy booking @ Swangers
Games @ Office 4-5pm Scouts#47 @ St. | Family @ Great | Great Hall @ Great
Timothy Rm Hall Hall
7pm Council
8:30 am Communion @ Office 6pm Junior Choir 7pm Stephen Pastor Russ on
9:45 am Easter Break - 6:30pm Confirmation | Ministry @ Lu- | vacation till
fast 7pm KC @ Great Hall, Bethle- | ther Room May 1
11:00am Communion Scottish hem Rm & Luther Rm
3:00pm ReStart Games @ 7:00pm Adult Choir
5:00pm Sunday Night | Luther Room
Live!
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
YOUTH SUNDAY 7pm Scouts 6pm Employ- 10am Project Group 9am TLC
@ Great ment Assist @ | 3:15pm Staff 6:15pm Share
8:30am Youth Sunday [Room Bethlehem Rm | 6pm Junior Choir Day @ Union
9:45am Sunday School 7pm Swangers | 6:30pm Confirmation Station, Sci-
11:00am Youth Sunday |7pm Book @ Luther Rm | @ Great Hall ence City
12-5pm Hollis Earth Day | Club @ St. 7pm Tech Sup- | 7:00pm Adult Choir
5:00pm Youth Sunday | Timothy port @ St.
Timothy
7pm Finance @
Office
26 27 28 29 30 31
8:30am Worship
9:45am Sunday School |1pm Senior
11:00am Communion Games 7pm Worship &
3:00 pm Outside the 6pm Support | Music @ Beth-
Box Group @ lehem Room
5:00pm Sunday Night [ Great Hall
ive!
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