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Crashing Through is a jour-

ney of suspense, daring, 

romance, and insight into the 

mysteries of vision and the 

brain. (Random House)

Everyone is welcome to join 

the book club anytime. If you 

have any questions, please 

contact Barb Buehrer at 

(816)734-7192.  
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Understanding Interim Ministry 
Currently our council is searching for an in-
terim pastor to serve our congregation before 
calling a permanent pastor. We will be inter-
viewing candidates and hope to have some-
one in place soon. The purpose of this in-
terim process will be to provide a ministry of 
Word and Sacrament and interim pastoral 
care within the teachings and practice of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 
There are five developmental tasks that in-
terim pastors are to address with the congre-
gations they serve. 

1-Coming to terms with our history 
in its ups and downs 

2-Moving through leadership power 
shifts 

3-Developing a new identity 
4-Enhancing relationships with 

(name of Synod), ELCA and 
Ecumenical Partnerships 

5-Commitment to new Leadership 
and Directions. 

 
The GOALS we will set forth for the 
congregation and of our interim pastor 
will be: 
�x�� to maintain the vitality of our con-

gregation 
�x�� to examine the history of the congre-

gation and work through the transi-
tional emotions that usually follow 
the departure of a pastor 

�x�� to reinforce the ministry of the laity 
�x�� to clarify the mission of our congre-

gation 
�x�� to minister in the context of special 

needs of our congregation 
�x�� to subscribe to and follow the consti-

tution and bylaws of the ELCA, the 
Central States Synod, and our con-
gregation 

�x�� to emphasize fellowship and recon-
ciliation with one another 

�x�� to strengthen our ties with the Cen-
tral States Synod and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America 

�x�� to increase the potential for a fruitful 
ministry with a regularly-called pas-
tor 

 
It is vital that the congregation speaks the 
truth as we experience it, out of love for each 
other.  Jesus teaches us that the truth will set 
us free. So we will continue to listen to each 
other and share our thoughts and feelings.  
From this we will continue to discern the will 
of God for St. James Lutheran Church and 
then find mutually acceptable ways to live it 
out in our personal and corporate lives. 
 
Changing pastoral leadership takes patience 
and sensitivity for us all.  There is often some 
real grieving that takes place and a whole 
host of feelings may arise.  We must think 
through the meaning of our experience so 
that the decisions we make will include the 
input of all our people.  Significant change 
can be and is challenging, yet this is what life 
in Christ is about. 
 
New life comes when it is ready to come and 
we know this does not always happen  
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Address service requested  

�6�W�����-�D�P�H�V���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�V���D�O�O���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���R�S�H�Q��
arms; we embrace people of all colors, race, disability or 
economic background. St. James welcomes persons of 
all sexual orientations and gender identities to share in 
�W�K�H���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S���R�I�����*�R�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���G�R�P�L�Q�L�R�Q�� 

�:�K�D�W�¶�V���J�R�L�Q�J���R�Q���D�W���6�W���-�D�P�H�V���7�K�L�V���6�X�P�P�H�U�" 
�‡���$�X�J�X�V�W�������%�D�F�N���W�R���6�F�K�R�R�O���3�U�R�M�H�F�W�� 

Help stuff the backpacks for 250 families starting at 1 pm.  
 

�‡���$�X�J�X�V�W���������0�R�Y�L�H���Q�L�J�K�W 
�-�R�L�Q���W�K�H���$�U�W�V���L�Q���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���I�R�U���D�Q���$�G�X�O�W�V���1�L�J�K�W�����9�L�H�Z���W�K�H���P�R�Y�L�H���³�,�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�´���Z�L�W�K���O�L�Y�H�O�\���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���W�R���I�R�O��

low. 
 

�‡���$�X�J�X�V�W���������5�H�V�W�D�U�W���'�L�Q�Q�H�U 
Watch the Narthex for Sign ups and more information. 
 

The Employment Assistance Group  
�:�H���P�H�H�W�����W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���D�Q�G���W�K�H�����W�K�L�U�G���7�X�H�V�G�D�\�V���D�W�������S�P���L�Q�����6�W�����7�L�P�R�W�K�\�¶�V�����,�I���\�R�X���Q�H�H�G���W�R���I�L�Q�G���D���M�R�E���R�U���D��better job, we 

can help. 
 

The Project Group meets every Wednesday at 10 am  
Making Quilts for those in need�² especially to be given through the Christmas Store of MLM. 
 

 TLC meets every Thursday morning at 9 am  
Coffee and rolls first�² and then the thousand and one fix-it jobs the church needs doing. 
�,�I���\�R�X���F�D�Q�¶�W���K�D�Q�J���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�R���Z�R�U�N�����Z�H�¶�Y�H���Q�H�Y�H�U���W�X�U�Q�H�G���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���D�Z�D�\���Z�K�R���M�X�V�W���F�D�P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���G�R�Q�X�W�V�� 
 
 

EVERY SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.�² Traditional Lutheran Worship 
 this summer featuring Now the Feast and Celebration! 
5:00 pm�² Sunday Night Live!  �-�R�L�Q���W�K�H���6�W�����-�D�P�H�V�¶���*�D�Q�J���%�D�Q�G���L�Q���S�U�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�����S�U�D�L�V�H���D�Q�G���V�D�F�U�D�P�H�Q�W. 

 

 
Believe and you can accom-
plish anything... 

...even not losing the kids! 


